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come for our star to shine, alongside 
the others, on the Flag of the United 
States of America. 

f 

GOVERNMENT OPPRESSION OF 
PATRIOTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, early 
last year, I spoke with businesswoman 
Catherine Engelbrecht, also founder of 
True the Vote and King Street Patriots 
in Houston, Texas. True the Vote is a 
nonpartisan organization whose pur-
pose is to train poll workers to uphold 
voter integrity at the polls, because, 
despite what many say, voter fraud is 
rampant in America. King Street Pa-
triots is a group of liberty-minded, pa-
triotic individuals in Houston who 
meet weekly to discuss what’s going on 
here in Washington. 

Catherine told me that both of these 
groups and her family had not only 
been harassed by liberal progressive 
groups but also by the Federal Govern-
ment. It all began when Catherine ap-
plied for nonprofit status in 2010 for 
True the Vote and King Street Patri-
ots. So began the tidal wave of govern-
ment inquiries and harassment. 

In a recent interview, Catherine said 
this: 

We applied for nonprofit status in 2010. 
Since that time, the IRS has run us through 
a gauntlet of analysts and hundreds of ques-
tions over and over and over again. They’ve 
requested to see each and every tweet I’ve 
ever tweeted and each and every Facebook 
post I’ve ever posted. They’ve asked to know 
every place I’ve ever spoken since our incep-
tion, and to whom, and everywhere I intend 
to speak in the future. 

We have learned that the IRS has 
even asked these groups, Mr. Speaker, 
for donor lists. 

Mr. Speaker, this level of detail goes 
well beyond the business of the IRS, 
and it didn’t stop there. The Federal 
Government’s snooping included six 
visits by the FBI, as well as multiple 
unannounced visits from OSHA and, 
yes, even the ATF. Mr. Speaker, you 
may remember the ATF. Those are the 
ones responsible for smuggling guns 
into Mexico. How ironic it is they want 
to audit American citizens but lose 
track of guns where they were pur-
posely sent to the drug cartels. 

In any event, in addition to True the 
Vote, Catherine and her husband were 
also personally audited. Keep in mind 
Catherine and her husband have owned 
a small family business for 20 years and 
have never been audited by the IRS 
until all of this. Why now? It seems 
very coincidental. 

I asked that question when I sub-
mitted a FOIA request on behalf of 
True the Vote and King Street Patriots 
to FBI, OSHA and the ATF asking if 
they were under criminal investiga-
tion. The reply from these agencies was 
that none of these individuals were 
under criminal investigation. Well, if 
they’re not, why are they being treated 

like criminals? Just because they ques-
tion government. 

Mr. Speaker, Catherine is not alone. 
The IRS has admitted to systemati-
cally targeting certain groups who 
have opposing views from the adminis-
tration. According to USA Today, be-
tween February 2010 and May 2012, only 
one Tea Party group was granted tax- 
exempt status from the IRS. But dur-
ing that same 2-year period, the IRS 
has approved dozens of liberal and pro-
gressive groups for their tax-exempt 
status. Coincidence? Yeah, right. 

Not only does this behavior of the 
IRS threaten individual freedom and 
violate the Constitution; I think it 
may be criminal. It is unlawful for any 
Federal agency to use its law enforce-
ment and its investigation power as a 
means to harass and target certain in-
dividuals whose political views differ 
from any administration. It would ap-
pear that such actions are also in vio-
lation of Federal law and the equal pro-
tection and due process protections 
guaranteed in the Constitution. 

Private citizens should not be pun-
ished for questioning government. This 
is America, not a Third World dictator-
ship or the Soviet Union. 

b 1050 
This type of government oppression 

and political opposition is disturbing. 
I’ve written Attorney General Eric 
Holder to request him to direct the 
U.S. Office of Special Counsel to inves-
tigate any potential violation of the 
Hatch Act that may have occurred by 
IRS employees. I’ve also asked Attor-
ney General Holder to appoint a special 
prosecutor to investigate all of this. 

No government should be requiring 
citizens to furnish their schedules, 
donor lists, personal communications 
or political beliefs to any government 
agency. No government agency— 
whether it’s the IRS, the FBI, the ATF, 
or OSHA—should be used as a tool to 
suppress those who are considered ‘‘op-
position groups’’ and dare to question 
our government. 

The IRS is abusing its power to tax 
by harassing and punishing those who 
have been ‘‘taxed enough already.’’ 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 50 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS OF 
FORMER MEMBERS PROGRAM 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings during the former Members 
program be printed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD and that all Members 
and former Members who spoke during 
the proceedings have the privilege of 
revising and extending their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
The following proceedings were held 

before the House convened for morn-
ing-hour debate: 
UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEM-

BERS OF CONGRESS 2013 ANNUAL REPORT TO 
CONGRESS 
The meeting was called to order by 

the Honorable Barbara Kennelly, vice 
president of Former Members of Con-
gress Association, at 8:05 a.m. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God of history, and our salva-
tion, when former Members return to 
Congress it must be similar to any 
American opening the Bible or their 
holy book at random. By doing so, peo-
ple of the Book read between the lines, 
see the story of America, and rejoice. 

Congress, too, holds old and familiar 
stories, strong exhortations, repeated 
corrections, and consoling confirma-
tion of hopes that speak anew of love, 
patriotism, and light. Looking at Con-
gress once again, these former Mem-
bers, still Your stewards, hear the 
praise of Psalms, the lament of Job, 
and are strengthened by the senti-
ments of Gideon as well as Paul, the 
commands of Moses and the prayers of 
Jesus. 

As the Good Book binds people into 
community, You tie together the years 
of Congress and make of them a pro-
phetic voice that reverences the past, 
speaks to the present, and holds prom-
ise for the future. 

May all former Members be rewarded 
for their contributions to this constitu-
tional Republic and continue to work 
and pray that the goodness and justice 
of this beloved country be proclaimed 
to the nations. 

Quicken life, promise, and fortitude 
in all here gathered that we may bring 
joy to the present age and long for 
eternal happiness, calling upon Your 
holy name, now and forever. 

Amen. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Hon. Barbara Kennelly led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

Ms. KENNELLY. The Honorable 
STENY HOYER will now address us. 

Mr. HOYER. ‘‘Address us’’ overstates 
what I’m going to do, but I’m always so 
pleased to be with all of you. And I was 
kidding on saying that. 

I want to tell you frankly, on the Re-
publican side, you guys look so much 
better than you did when we served to-
gether, and we want all of you back on 
our side of the aisle. We’re voting to re-
elect you. 

But I am so pleased to be here with 
all of you. I had the opportunity to say 
just a few words yesterday, but I par-
ticularly wanted to be here, and I don’t 
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see my Republican Speaker here. I 
think some of you know that story. 
Ray LaHood was presiding, and it was 
the nineties, ’95, early ’95, and I went 
up to Ray. We had about—I forget ex-
actly—199 Members at that point in 
time. I went to Ray and I said, ‘‘Ray, if 
you can get 20 votes, I will get 199, and 
we’ll elect Bob Michel Speaker.’’ But 
we didn’t do that, as you noticed his-
torically. 

But I fondly recall with you the days 
when we really did sit down and work 
together on a lot of things in a positive 
way and get things done for our coun-
try. We’re not doing that as well this 
time, as you know. Ray would tell you 
that, working in the administration, 
but I particularly wanted to be here 
this morning. 

I don’t see Bob here. Is Bob coming? 
Ms. MORELLA. He is coming. 
Mr. HOYER. Okay. Well, he is not 

here. 
I’m a huge fan of Bob Michel’s, but 

I’m also a huge fan of Ray LaHood’s, 
and I know you’re honoring Ray today, 
and I want to join with you in honoring 
him. Not only did he serve as a staffer 
in the House of Representatives, up-
holding what we’re not upholding as 
much today, the integrity and the self- 
respect of all the Members here, to 
some degree denigrating this institu-
tion and Members—I lament that. 

But Ray LaHood, as a staffer and as 
a Member of Congress and as a member 
of the President’s Cabinet, has done 
some extraordinary work. 

Ray, I want to congratulate you and 
thank you for all the positive roles you 
have played in moving this country 
forward. We’re going to miss you from 
the Cabinet, but we don’t expect to 
miss you from our lives, as so many 
here see. I want to wish you the very 
best. 

Jack tells me he’s now the president 
of a community college in New York. I 
said, ‘‘Well, are you watching what 
we’re doing?’’ He said, ‘‘Not much.’’ 
That’s why he’s got such a happy look 
on his face—hear no evil, see no evil, 
speak no evil. 

Some of you were here when I came 
to the Congress in 1981, and some came 
with me. I came 5 months after you 
did, Dennis, and just a few months be-
fore Barbara came to the Congress. 

So I want to say on behalf of all the 
leadership—hopefully on both sides of 
the aisle—I know that’s the case. 

And remember, I’m not going to drag 
my leg, but do you remember John 
Rousselot? Does that name ring a bell 
with you? Well, when I came to the 
Congress, John Rousselot probably was 
the Member that I had the most nega-
tive feelings about: John Birch Soci-
ety, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. Into 
about a year, I got to really think, 
John Rousselot is not a bad guy at all. 

I don’t recall whether you recall, but 
he used to smile at all of us as if to 
say, Okay, I’ve come over to your side 
and now I’m really gonna give it to 
you. And he did it with such a twinkle 
in his eye and such a positive. Jim 

Blanchard—Governor Blanchard, Am-
bassador Blanchard, all things Blan-
chard—is shaking his head. But that 
was a lesson to me, as it should be a 
lesson for all of us, to take people not 
on which side of the aisle they’re on, 
not which side of the liberal-conserv-
ative range they may fall, not on some 
simplified newspaper story that you 
read, but on, as King said, the content 
of their character. 

I think the more that we get to know 
one another, the more we understand 
why this body really does over the long 
term work. The only way you can get 
here is be elected by your neighbors, 
and they do pretty well. They’re not 
perfect, we’re not perfect, but they do 
pretty well, and they elect some really 
fine people Representatives of their 
districts. 

The trick is for all of us to come to-
gether and work together. Your efforts 
here, I think, help in that regard. So, 
welcome back, and I look forward to 
seeing you, not just when the former 
Members come back. I see Connie all 
the time and Bev all the time, my col-
leagues from Maryland. And I saw Jim 
the other day, and we had a good talk. 
But come back, visit; and if I can help 
in any way, I want to do it, just as I 
will want those who succeed me after I 
leave to do the same. 

So, Ray, congratulations to you. 
Thank you very much. And, to all of 
you, thank you for all you have done 
through the years, and thanks for re-
membering and coming back and help-
ing our institution be all that it can 
be. Thank you very much. 

Ms. KENNELLY. Thank you, Leader. 
And now I would like to present the 

Honorable Connie Morella, president of 
the Former Members Association. 

Ms. MORELLA. First of all, I want to 
thank, on behalf of all of us, STENY 
HOYER for launching us this morning 
for this 43rd annual meeting that we 
had. STENY never really saw an aisle. 
He saw issues and compromise, and 
that’s what we—the brothers and sis-
ters who have been here—would like to 
see continued. 

So, thank you, Barbara. It is always 
a distinct privilege to be back in this 
revered Chamber, and we appreciate 
the opportunity today to present our 
annual report of the United States As-
sociation of Former Members of Con-
gress. 

I’m going to be joined by some of our 
colleagues in reporting the activities 
and projects of our organization, but, 
first of all, I would like to ask the 
Clerk to call the roll. 

The Clerk called the roll of the 
former Members of Congress, as fol-
lows: 

Mr. Alexander of Arkansas 
Mr. Buechner of Missouri 
Mr. Bustamante of Texas 
Ms. Byron of Maryland 
Mr. Carr of Michigan 
Mr. Clement of Tennessee 
Mr. Coyne of Pennsylvania 
Mr. DioGuardi of New York 
Mr. Edwards of Oklahoma 
Mr. Ewing of Illinois 

Mr. Frost of Texas 
Mr. Gordon of Tennessee 
Mr. Hertel of Michigan 
Mr. Hughes of New Jersey 
Mr. Johnson of Georgia 
Mr. Kennedy of Minnesota 
Ms. Kennelly of Connecticut 
Mr. LaHood of Illinois 
Mr. Michel of Illinois 
Mr. Moore of Kansas 
Ms. Morella of Maryland 
Mr. Quinn of New York 
Mr. Sarasin of Connecticut 
Mr. Tanner of Tennessee 
Mr. Turner of Texas 
Mr. Walsh of New York 
Mr. Wamp of Tennessee 
Mr. Zeliff of New Hampshire 
Mr. Spratt of South Carolina 
Mr. Largent of Oklahoma 
Mr. Blanchard of Michigan 
Mr. Hochbrueckner of New York 
Mr. Pressler of South Dakota 
Mr. Slattery of Kansas 

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you all for 
joining us today. Our association, as 
you know, was chartered by Congress, 
and one requirement of that charter is 
for us to report once a year to Congress 
about our activities. Today, therefore, 
is our opportunity to demonstrate to 
Congress that creating us over 40 years 
ago wasn’t such a bad idea. 

Before my colleagues and I describe 
our activities of the past 12 months, I 
want to focus on the second purpose of 
our meeting here this morning, and 
that is to bestow our association’s 
highest honor on a former Member of 
Congress whose public service inspires 
us and who deserves our recognition. 
When you look at Ray LaHood’s public 
service, you understand quickly why he 
was a unanimous choice and an easy 
choice for our board to make. 

Ray LaHood has spent his entire pro-
fessional life in service to either his 
community or to the country, or to 
both. He was a junior high school 
teacher, he was a member of the Illi-
nois State Legislature, a congressional 
chief of staff, a Member of Congress, 
and now a member of President 
Obama’s Cabinet. In Congress, he 
served on the Transportation Com-
mittee and on the Appropriations Com-
mittee. During his many years in Con-
gress, Ray LaHood’s approach to legis-
lating was characterized by decency, 
reason, civility, and respect. He was a 
Member more interested in solutions 
and debate than politicking and scor-
ing wins. 

It is that credibility and integrity 
that made it easy for President Obama 
to appoint him to his Cabinet regard-
less of party label. We are so pleased 
that we can recognize his exemplary 
dedication via our Distinguished Serv-
ice Award. 

The inscription on the award reads: 
The 2013 Distinguished Service Award is 

presented by the United States Association 
of Former Members of Congress to Secretary 
of Transportation Ray LaHood. 

Ray LaHood’s devotion to public service 
has taken many forms and has guided his en-
tire professional life, whether as a teacher, a 
congressional staff member, a Representa-
tive, or a member of the President’s Cabinet. 
In all these roles, he always put country 
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above party and solutions above politics. He 
was the arbitrator when a divisive debate re-
quired sensible leadership. He would find 
common ground when compromise seemed 
unattainable. Whether as a Member of Con-
gress or as a member of the Cabinet, Ray 
LaHood has distinguished himself as a dedi-
cated and exemplary public servant, and his 
former colleagues from both sides of the 
aisle salute him. 

Washington, DC, May 15, 2013. 

That is the inscription. 
I am reminded of a statement from 

Shakespeare: ‘‘the force of his own 
merit makes his way,’’ and he has 
worked hard and deserves the recogni-
tion we are about to give him. 

Later on in our program, we expect 
that a former leader, Bob Michel, will 
be coming here to say something about 
Ray LaHood, whom he loved and felt 
was sort of a mentor, and they’re good 
friends, but he hasn’t arrived yet. I do 
want to commence with giving the 
award, and then later, when Bob 
comes, we will recognize him at what-
ever point in the program. 

So I am going to ask Secretary Ray 
LaHood to join me here at the dais and 
accept our association’s 2013 Distin-
guished Service Award. 

Secretary LaHood, we have also a 
booklet for you, which is here under 
this award, which I read word for word. 
The booklet includes letters sent by 
former Members and friends for you, 
saying how great you are. So, when you 
need that inspiration, you can just 
open the book and read those words. It 
is a great honor to present this to you, 
Ray. Congratulations to you. 

Mr. LaHOOD. Thank you very much, 
Connie, and to the former Members. 

Thank you so much to the associa-
tion for this great honor that you do to 
me, and I know that, when you honor 
one former Member, we honor all Mem-
bers. I am grateful to the association 
for all of the work that you do and for 
all of the encouragement that you give 
to people on college campuses, to 
young people, through the programs 
that you carry out year in and year 
out, and for the fact that the associa-
tion continues to represent former 
Members and represent what is good 
about having served here. 

I want to say a special word of 
thanks to my former Illinois colleague, 
Tom Ewing, for being here. Tom’s dis-
trict and my district were joined to-
gether, and we used to fly to Chicago 
and ride together, and he would give 
me a ride kind of near my district, and 
we worked together on some very im-
portant issues. 

I also want to thank two of the peo-
ple who I came to Congress with in the 
election of 1994—Zach Wamp from Ten-
nessee and Steve Largent from Okla-
homa. As you can imagine, when our 
class came, there were 73 Republicans 
and 13 Democrats, I believe, and the 
most famous in our class, God rest his 
soul, was Sonny Bono. We all thought 
that we were pretty important. You 
come with a Hall of Famer like 
Largent and others who were in our 
class, but every camera focused on 

Sonny. When we went out for our photo 
and when we were around, we all 
thought we were pretty important 
until Sonny showed up, and the media 
kind of gravitated towards Sonny. 
While in our first year here, Steve was 
actually inducted into the NFL Hall of 
Fame. Yes, he was a great football 
player out in Seattle. So I am grateful 
for the two of them coming and rep-
resenting our class. 

I also want to say a word about NICK 
RAHALL, whom I thought maybe I saw 
here. He might have walked in. He and 
I worked on some Lebanon issues to-
gether. 

Let me just say quickly that this bi-
partisan thing comes very naturally to 
me. The district that I represented was 
20 counties in central Illinois. Nine of 
those counties were represented by 
Abraham Lincoln for one term in this 
House. So it comes naturally. 

One of my predecessors was Everett 
Dirksen, who went over to serve in the 
Senate, who became minority leader, 
and who helped Lyndon Johnson pass 
the civil rights bill. We’re going to cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of the civil 
rights bill. Tom Pegram is writing a 
book about that, and he did a lot of re-
search on Everett Dirksen. Some of 
you remember Dirksen. He was a fellow 
from central Illinois who did work with 
Johnson in so many ways to pass major 
legislation right after Johnson had 
been elected in 1964. 

Then of course, Bob Michel, whom I 
served with as his chief of staff, was 
renownedly known for his bipartisan-
ship. During the time that President 
Reagan served in the White House for 8 
years, he got a lot of credit for doing a 
lot of major legislation; but what peo-
ple forget is that Bob Michel was the 
leader for the Republican Party, which 
was the minority party then, but he 
was able to reach across and get some 
Democratic votes in order to get Rea-
gan’s agenda passed. 

So this idea of bipartisanship, it’s in 
the water in central Illinois. It comes 
very naturally. It really does. When I 
came here, I came with people like 
Steve and Zach and others. Some of 
our class ran on the idea of turning 
this place upside down and reform and 
all of that, and we came here after the 
Republicans had been 40 years out in 
the wilderness as the majority party. I 
came here, really, to use the House of 
Representatives as a way to solve the 
country’s problems and to solve the 
issues and problems in central Illinois. 
I didn’t come here to necessarily turn 
the place upside down. I thought the 
House was a place where you could 
really solve problems, but it only could 
be done if there were some compromise 
involved in what we did. That’s the 
way that we tried to operate, and I 
think it’s a good lesson for people to 
look at. The House really can be a 
place where you solve the Nation’s 
problems and issues in your own dis-
tricts, and that’s the way I always 
looked at it. 

I was very proud of the fact that I co-
chaired four bipartisan retreats. We 

started out with David Skaggs and 
then with Charlie Stenholm. Our first 
bipartisan retreat included over 200 
Members, over 100 spouses, and over 150 
kids. That’s the first time that a con-
gressional kid got to meet another con-
gressional kid or that a spouse got to 
meet a spouse, and those friendships 
have lasted well beyond Congress. 

My friend Jack Quinn, who is here, 
he and I were not in the same class, but 
we became friends, and we had friends 
on both sides of the aisle. 

Look, I’m speaking to the choir here. 
You all know, and that’s why you’re 
here—you believe in the House; you be-
lieve in this organization; you believe 
that this is a place where you can have 
debates. But the bottom line is no 
problem gets solved—no issue ever gets 
resolved—unless it’s done with com-
promise, unless it’s done in a bipar-
tisan way. 

You can’t name an issue, big or 
small, that was ever solved unless it 
was bipartisanship. Not one of us in 
this House, not one of the 435 gets their 
own way, not one of us. 

Big things get done when people 
work together, and big legislation gets 
passed when people work together. 
That’s the only way. That’s the for-
mula. I don’t care what anybody says. 
If you look back on the storied history 
of this House any time that you served 
here, any issue that you dealt with 
where you could have a spirited debate, 
people could give great speeches. In the 
end, it was when people came together 
across the aisle that things got done, 
when big issues got solved. And it’s 
true today. 

During the time that I’ve had this 
privilege that President Obama gave 
me, we’ve been able to pass a transpor-
tation bill and an FAA bill in a bipar-
tisan way. We’ve been able to do some 
things, but always in a bipartisan way, 
always with compromise. There is no 
other way under this system that we 
have. So to all of you that are gathered 
here and honoring me, we honor all of 
you. We honor this association. 

Come on, Mr. Leader. Come on up 
here. 

I know Connie probably wants to in-
troduce him. 

They’ve already said a whole bunch 
of nice things about me, Mr. Leader. 
Come on. Come on up here. 

Let’s hear it for our former leader. 
Ms. MORELLA. I don’t need to intro-

duce this gentleman. You all know 
him. But I do want to say that he does 
exemplify what Ray LaHood has said 
about bipartisanship and drinking the 
waters of central Illinois. 

The bipartisan spirit in which Bob 
Michel is held was recently exemplified 
at a 90th birthday party held for him. 
At that birthday party, the Democrats 
came in, the Republicans came in, and 
all the former leaders came in. It was a 
wonderful opportunity to see how this 
man is so respected and what he exem-
plifies. 

As we’ve already given the tribute, 
it’s up to you now to say something. He 
gave a great speech. 
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Mr. LaHOOD. Say a word or two. 
Mr. MICHEL. Good morning, every-

body. Sorry I’m tardy. I thought we 
started at 9 o’clock, and I went down-
stairs in the Speaker’s dining room 
there and I thought there would be a 
few of you for coffee or something. So 
I apologize for my very tardy entrance. 

Have we got the cart before the horse 
here or something? Something is back-
ward anyway. But I thank you folks. 

You may or may not remember that 
Ray got his start out in Illinois with 
former Congressman Tom Railsback. 
Some of you older folks will remember 
Tom. He was in my local office there, 
and then during my tenure as leader, in 
the last 10 years of that leadership 
role, I had Ray serve as my chief of 
staff. And I tell you, he kept me out of 
all trouble. He knew right from wrong, 
and he knew this institution. He loved 
to see Members of both sides. I think 
we talked about that a number of 
times, to get to know everybody on 
your side for sure, but don’t be afraid 
to cross that aisle and get to know per-
sonally as many of the Democratic 
Members as you possibly can. He did a 
marvelous job doing that. 

So it was kind of natural when I left 
and retired, he ran for my seat and won 
handily, and during his 14 years of 
service was on the Transportation 
Committee and the Appropriations 
Committee. I thought one of the things 
that Ray wanted to get done, if he pos-
sibly could—he always sought a Demo-
crat or two to join him—was having re-
treats for the newer Members to get to 
know one another personally and feel 
comfortable in dealing with them. That 
was the way, at least with any measure 
of success that I might have enjoyed— 
it came by the fact that you loved to 
visit with the Members on the other 
side of the aisle whenever it was pos-
sible. Ray did that to the nth degree. 

But most important I think for me is 
that he’s got a great moral compass 
and he knows right from wrong. I tell 
you, that’s guided him during his pub-
lic service time. Those of you who have 
served, any number of times there are 
things that come up in the office once 
in a while where you’re thinking, Well, 
I’m not altogether sure about this. It 
may be good; it may not. Ray always 
knew the right choice to make. That 
made me feel comfortable. And if I en-
joyed any measure of success as leader, 
boy, I owe so much to this guy. 

I think that’s what the President saw 
in Ray when he decided, after he was 
elected, that he was going to have a 
couple of Republicans serve in his ad-
ministration. Of course, Bob Gates was 
Secretary of Defense, and then he 
picked Ray to be his Secretary of 
Transportation. And with Ray’s experi-
ence and again that ability to be very 
sociable and likeable, he was a great 
success and was a good ambassador for 
the President in that position. 

I think if we look back over that pe-
riod of 4 years, that Bob Gates and Hil-
lary Clinton, yes, were very popular 
and well-known, and, boy, I tell you, 

ranking right under them had to be 
Ray LaHood in his tenure as Secretary 
of Transportation. 

He is a guy that really pushed safety. 
This idea of texting and talking while 
you’re driving, boy, he made the case 
with the American public out there, 
and with some of those shady bus oper-
ators, when they were running into 
trouble, you know, Ray stepped right 
up there to bat. So I think it’s just a 
wonderful thing that our organization 
would, by tradition, name someone of 
our former group to receive some spe-
cial honor and recognition. Whoever 
makes the decision in the group these 
days, I personally thank you so much 
because he is my dear friend, and I 
don’t think we could have made a bet-
ter choice then Ray. Congratulations 
to you. 

And since I got things backward, I 
was going to read the citation as I con-
cluded. But obviously—— 

Mr. LaHOOD. Connie read it. 
Mr. MICHEL. Oh, she did? Thank 

you. 
Again, he prompted me correctly. 
But in conclusion, thanks everybody. 

It’s nice to see so many of you here. 
Mr. LaHOOD. You obviously realize 

why Bob Michel was able to serve for 38 
years. He’s just a phenomenal human 
being. He’s loved. 

We had a 90th birthday party in our 
hometown of Peoria a couple of weeks 
ago, and over 300 people came to Bob’s 
90th birthday party. This is after he 
had left office for more than a decade. 
They came because of his service and 
the respect that they have for him, and 
we had a great day in Peoria honoring 
Bob Michel. 

Again, in honoring Ray LaHood, we 
honor all of you and we honor the asso-
ciation. 

Thank you all for what you’ve done 
to make this institution the great in-
stitution that it continues to be, and 
hopefully the few words that we said 
about how things really work and how 
to get things done will resonate a little 
bit through the hallways here for a mo-
ment or two. I know it won’t be much 
more than a moment, but maybe some-
body will pick it up. 

Thank you to the association. I’m 
deeply honored. And I thank all of 
those who came this morning. God 
bless everybody. 

Ms. MORELLA. That was a nice be-
ginning of our annual meeting. 

I’m now privileged to report to Con-
gress about the activities of the U.S. 
Association of Former Members of 
Congress since our last meeting in July 
of 2012. 

Our association is bipartisan. You’ve 
heard that over and over again, and 
you know that as you see the people 
who are here and listen to the words 
that have been spoken. It was char-
tered by Congress in 1983, and the pur-
pose of the U.S. Association of Former 
Members of Congress is to promote 
public service and strengthen democ-
racy abroad and in the United States. 
About 600 former Senators and Rep-

resentatives belong to the association. 
Republicans, Democrats, and Independ-
ents are united in this organization in 
their desire to teach about Congress 
and the importance of representative 
democracy. We’re proud to have been 
chartered by Congress, and we receive 
no funding from Congress. All the ac-
tivities, which we’re about to describe, 
are financed by our membership dues, 
programs, specific grants and sponsors, 
or via our fundraising dinner. 

Our finances are sound, our projects 
are fully funded, and our most recent 
audit by an outside accountant came 
back with a clean bill of financial 
health. Not bad, aye? 

It’s been a very successful, active, re-
warding year. We have continued our 
work serving as a liaison between the 
current Congress and legislatures over-
seas. We have created partnerships 
with highly respected institutions in 
the area of democracy building and 
election monitoring. We have devel-
oped new projects. We are expanding 
others. And we, again, sent dozens of 
bipartisan teams of former Members of 
Congress to teach about public service 
and representative democracy at uni-
versities and high schools, both in the 
United States and abroad. 

When this organization was created 
over 40 years ago, the former Members 
who founded our association envisioned 
this organization to take the lead in 
teaching about Congress and encour-
aging public service. They were hoping 
that former Members could inspire the 
next generation of America’s leaders. 
Well, over the years we have created a 
number of programs, most importantly 
the Congress to Campus program, to do 
just that. 

We continue to work with our great 
partner, the Stennis Center for Public 
Service Leadership. We thank them for 
their invaluable assistance in admin-
istering the Congress to Campus pro-
gram. 

I now yield to a former president of 
our association, Jack Buechner of Mis-
souri, who, along with Matt McHugh of 
New York, cochairs this great program. 
So, Jack, if you would briefly tell us 
something about it. 

Mr. BUECHNER. Thank you, Connie. 
I welcome this opportunity to report 

on this outstanding program. As most 
of you know, the Congress to Campus 
program is the flagship operation of 
the former Members. It’s a domestic 
program, and it also is an international 
program. It energizes and engages 
former Members from all over to come 
and join bipartisan teams of former 
Members. We go to colleges, univer-
sities, and even high schools across 
this country, and as I said, around the 
world, to educate the next generation 
of leaders about the value of public 
service. 

Students benefit from the personal 
interaction with our association mem-
bers, whose knowledge, experience, and 
accessibility are unique teaching tools. 
During each visit, our bipartisan teams 
lead classes, meet one on one with stu-
dents and faculty, speak to campus 
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media, participate in campus and com-
munity forums, and interact with local 
citizenry. Institutions are encouraged 
to market the visit to the entire cam-
pus community, not just to those stu-
dents majoring in political science, his-
tory, or government. Over the course of 
21⁄2 days, hundreds of students from all 
areas of academic studies are exposed 
to the former Members’ message of 
public service and civility. The Con-
gress to Campus program has always 
interviewed and surveyed the former 
Members and the campus contact to 
determine how the visit was so our pro-
gram can continually improve. 

This spring semester, the students 
are being surveyed both before and 
after the visit. That way, we can pro-
vide a way to determine the impact of 
the program on the students. By gath-
ering this information, the Congress to 
Campus program can make a clear 
evaluation on what aspects of the pro-
gram have the greatest effect, as well 
as provide tangible data to help find 
further funding for the program. 

This program has also made a num-
ber of international visits this aca-
demic year, including two visits to the 
United Kingdom, one trip to Turkey, 
and one to Canada. Domestically, we 
had an extremely busy fall semester, 
coinciding with the elections. We had 
13 visits across the country. The 2012 to 
2013 academic year included visits to 
the United States Naval Academy, 
Palm Beach State College, Suffolk Uni-
versity, Pepperdine University School 
of Law, Boston University, Penn State, 
and the McGovern Center for Public 
Service at the University of South Da-
kota. 

More than 30 former Members par-
ticipated during this academic year, 
and I want to thank each of you who 
donated your time—pro bono—to this 
vital program. I also want to encourage 
our newest former Members and those 
who have not yet had the opportunity 
to consider doing so to encourage a 
friend from across the aisle to join you. 
It’s an excellent opportunity to con-
tinue your public service after Con-
gress. 

You can also make a pledge to con-
nect us with a host school, for example 
your alma mater, a college in your old 
district, or the university that your 
children or grandchildren are attend-
ing. Our staff will then follow-up with 
you to make the arrangements. Sharon 
Witiw runs the program and has all the 
information you will need. 

As was mentioned earlier, we have 
continued our excellent partnership 
with the Stennis Center for Public 
Service Leadership in the administra-
tion of this program. We owe a special 
debt of gratitude to Brother Rogers of 
the Stennis Center for his fine work. 
Our staffs work very closely together 
to make this program such a success. 

As I briefly mentioned, the Congress 
to Campus program has an inter-
national outreach. On average, we send 
two delegations per year to the United 
Kingdom for one week, with dozens of 

universities and hundreds of British 
students studying foreign policy and 
the United States. Let me tell you, as 
a former Republican Member of Con-
gress, during the height of the Iraq 
war, it was quite a challenge dealing 
with our continental friends. And now 
with the advent of ‘‘House of Cards,’’ 
U.S. version, and I might add the cam-
paign with Will Ferrell, there are a lot 
of interesting questions coming from 
students about what it is we do and 
how we do it. Our former Members ac-
tually become quasi-ambassadors on 
behalf of the United States. They real-
ly get to engage with these students. 

Recently, we also sent former delega-
tion Members on Congress to Campus 
visits to Turkey. And just last month, 
former Members Jim Kolbe, Martin 
Lancaster, Lincoln Davis, and Ben 
Chandler spent 10 days visiting univer-
sities all over Turkey. This great 
project was made possible via a part-
nership with the Mid-Atlantic Federa-
tion of Turkic-American Associations, 
and we thank them very much for put-
ting an extremely productive and, I 
might add, busy program together. 

Just a heads-up to my colleagues: 
former Member participation in these 
overseas trips is based on how actively 
you participate in the not-as-glam-
orous domestic programs. 

Since our last annual meeting, we 
have also continued our relationship 
with the People to People programs. 
That’s an organization that provides 
hands-on learning opportunities for el-
ementary, middle school, and high 
school students visiting Washington, 
D.C. On each visit, former Members 
meet and speak with students about 
the importance of public service—again 
pro bono—their personal experiences in 
Congress, and the value of character 
and leadership. In the spring of 2013, 
two speaking engagements were held in 
congressional panel format. The events 
take place on the Hill, and not only 
feature a former Member as a speaker, 
but also Hill staffers and interns. This 
gives students the opportunity to learn 
what it really is like to be in the Con-
gress and work in the Congress. People 
to People visits are often in the middle 
of the business day, and we are grateful 
to those former Members who take 
time out of their busy schedules to 
connect with students touring our Na-
tion’s capital. It is greatly appreciated 
by them and by the association. 

Finally, I want to say how grateful 
we are to all of those who have made 
this Congress to Campus program such 
a success in the 36 years it has been in 
existence. We want to strongly encour-
age you, our friends and colleagues 
here, to participate in the program, ei-
ther by making a visit to a school or 
by recommending a school to the pro-
gram. As you know, democracy can 
prosper only if its citizens are both in-
formed and engaged. As former legisla-
tors, we have a particular opportunity 
and responsibility to encourage such 
involvement. This program is one of 
our association’s best ways to give 

back to our community and our Na-
tion. 

Thank you very much. 
Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Jack. 

You’re right, it’s a great way for us to 
share our experiences and enthusiasm 
with the younger group coming into 
leadership. 

Also, we thank Matt McHugh, your 
colleague, for the great job you’ve done 
with the program. 

As you may recall, friends, from our 
last report to Congress, the association 
has put some energy and focus into 
this question of bipartisanship and ci-
vility in our political discourse. We are 
furthering this important work via the 
Common Ground Project. The purpose 
of the Common Ground Project is to in-
volve citizens in a dialogue about the 
issues of the day, have a vigorous de-
bate that’s both partisan and produc-
tive, and benefit from the experience of 
respecting a different point of view. 

Some of our existing undertakings 
already fit very nicely with this objec-
tive, for example, the Congress to Cam-
pus program that Jack Buechner just 
reported. And to give you more back-
ground about the Common Ground 
Project, I invite my colleague from 
Oklahoma, former Member Mickey 
Edwards, to share a report. 

Thank you, Mickey. 
Mr. EDWARDS. Thank you, Connie. 
Now, Pete wrote this talk, and so I 

want to ad lib a little bit and say that, 
well, first of all, because it mentions 
my book, and I didn’t put that in there. 

But I had the opportunity very re-
cently to give a speech at Bradley Uni-
versity, and I was so proud to start out 
my talk by saying how honored I was 
to be in the home of Bob Michel and 
Ray LaHood. And it just meant so 
much to me to be able to share that 
with them. 

One quick comment to pick up on 
what Steny had said. One of the things 
I mentioned in my book is that every 
place you go to hear a speech, there’s a 
lectern, except in this place, where 
there’s a separate lectern for Repub-
licans and Democrats. So I would para-
phrase Ronald Reagan about tearing 
down this wall. Let’s have one lectern, 
instead of dividing us into separate 
teams. 

Everything we do at the Former 
Members Association is done in a bi-
partisan manner. Our leadership is 
comprised equally of Republicans and 
Democrats, our delegations are led by 
bipartisan teams of former Members of 
Congress, and our projects involve both 
Republicans and Democrats equally. 
We truly are a bipartisan organization 
where Members from across the polit-
ical aisle come together for a common 
purpose. 

We have found that, for a number of 
reasons, this type of bipartisan inter-
action has become more and more dif-
ficult for current Members, which is a 
great concern, I know, to every one of 
us. After we leave the Chamber today, 
we will participate in a full-day con-
ference hosted by Senator John 
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Breaux, where we’ll attempt to analyze 
some of the factors that go into today’s 
dysfunctional political discourse. 

This development has many causes, 
some of which are beyond the control 
of today’s Members. Our association, 
therefore, has created the Common 
Ground Project, with the purpose of 
finding ways in which Democrats and 
Republicans can work together. 

We decided to put some thought and 
effort into a structured program that 
could serve to foster a more civil and 
productive political discourse in this 
country. We hope to reconnect Amer-
ica’s voters with their political process 
and encourage a respectful and produc-
tive debate on the many issues that we 
face. 

Mostly, we achieve this outreach by 
working together with some of the 
many reputable and like-minded orga-
nizations across the country that are 
putting their energy and resources into 
this important topic. One such organi-
zation is the Concord Coalition, and 
we’ve had a number of events where 
former Members come together with 
either the public or with a university 
student audience to work our way 
through the Concord Coalition’s excel-
lent budget simulation. 

Another example is our collaboration 
with the National Institute for Civil 
Discourse in Arizona. Together, our 
two organizations connected a bipar-
tisan group of former Members with a 
bipartisan group of current Members to 
have a dialogue about what some of the 
causes might be that have led to a less 
civil and, therefore, less productive po-
litical climate. 

We discussed the role of the media, 
the influence of campaign fundraising, 
the realities of our primaries. This was 
a very good discussion, and our goal is 
to continue this type of interaction, 
while expanding the number of partici-
pating Members. The next step in the 
partnership with the Institute for Civil 
Discourse is to identify congressional 
committees where there may be an op-
portunity for across-the-aisle collabo-
ration and interaction. I think we call 
that getting back to the regular 
order.÷ 

And our most prominent example of 
how the Common Ground Project can 
reconnect citizens with Congress is our 
partnership with the National Ar-
chives. This is now our third year of 
putting programming together at the 
Archives, where we invite a large audi-
ence to discuss with a bipartisan group 
of former Members the issues of the 
day. 

We had such an event right after the 
November election to look at the role 
of money and the role of media in the 
elections. We had another one at the 
National Archives in the spring, based 
on my own book, ‘‘The Parties Versus 
the People,’’ where we talked about the 
hold that party politics has on our sys-
tem of government; and we’re hosting 
one tonight examining the interaction 
between Congress and the White House. 

We can learn a lot from each other, 
and that is certainly what the Common 

Ground Project is all about. So on be-
half of the organization, I invite my 
colleagues to become an active partici-
pant in this important dialogue, and I 
hope we will continue to have many op-
portunities to reengage the public 
when it comes to their representative 
government. 

Thank you. 
Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Mickey. 

We very much value your participa-
tion. 

And by the way, it’s a great book, 
very provocative. I really thought you 
highlighted some of the very important 
aspects of what’s going on in today’s 
politics and what we need to do about 
it or think about. And I’m saying that 
without any cut in royalties. 

But a great example of how powerful 
and productive bipartisanship can be is 
our annual Congressional Charity Golf 
Classic. It’s chaired by our immediate 
past president, Dennis Hertel, and by 
fellow board member, Ken Kramer of 
Colorado. 

I’m now going to yield the floor to 
Dennis Hertel of Michigan to give us a 
brief report about the Charity Golf 
Classic, which has been so successful. 

Dennis. 
Mr. HERTEL. I want to thank 

Madam President Connie for all that 
you’re doing for the organization. 

And I want to talk about the golf 
tournament, but the first thing I want 
to reassure everybody about this tour-
nament is you don’t have to be Tiger 
Woods to play. And I’m probably the 
best example of somebody who’s not 
really a golfer participating all these 
years in this tournament. 

It goes back 35 years. Remember, we 
used to play out at Andrews Air Force 
Base. And Bob Michel, our great leader, 
I remember when Bob Michel beat us 
on this floor in 1981, and we still all 
liked him on this side of the aisle. Bob 
Michel and Tip O’Neill were there for 
our tournament; and it was a very 
quiet tournament, a private tour-
nament at Andrews Air Force base. 

And then, because they changed the 
rules here in the House, and all the 
rest, to attract current Members, but 
mostly, as our other endeavors to do 
something for others, we established 
this charitable tournament 6 years ago 
to help the wounded warriors. 

And with Zach Wamp and others, we 
used to meet in Zach’s office, as co-
chair. We got more active Members, 
current Members to play. And this year 
we’ve got over 20 current Members 
signed up. Our problem, our former 
Members: we only have a handful, so 
we really need more of you to partici-
pate in this to go forward. 

It’s going to be July 22 at the Army- 
Navy Country Club, so we’ve gone up as 
far as where we’re playing the tour-
nament. And they’ve just redone the 
entire club, and it’s fantastic. The 
courses are new, and the clubhouse is 
brand new. It really is beautiful. 

During each of our past tournaments, 
we’ve had dozens of current and former 
Members from both sides of the aisle 

come together, and they have met with 
dozens of wounded warriors, many of 
whom give ball-striking demonstra-
tions or play in our foursomes, and 
they’re just tremendous young people. 

They have even had double amputees 
included in their numbers who hit fur-
ther and straighter than a lot of our 
Members, certainly much better than I. 
And it’s an incredibly humbling, re-
warding, and memorable experience to 
spend a day in the presence of these in-
spiring men and women. 

Last year we had two outstanding 
current Member honorary chairs: Joe 
Baca of California and ANDER CREN-
SHAW of Florida. And I want to thank 
them, as well as Ken Kramer, our asso-
ciation’s cochair, for all they’ve done 
to make our tournament such a suc-
cess. 

I want to thank Joe Baca, who didn’t 
return for the 113th Congress, for how 
much he did as far as his energy in get-
ting Members to play and to go forward 
with our tournament. 

Now we have Congressman MIKE 
MCINTYRE of North Carolina as our 
Democratic cochair, who’s just been 
tremendous in being a fusion to get 
current Members to play. 

And we’re so fortunate to have JIMMY 
DUNCAN from Tennessee, who a lot of 
us served with in the Congress, to be 
our Republican cochair. There’s just no 
better invaluable supporter than JIMMY 
DUNCAN getting current Members to 
play. 

I want to thank our sponsors for 
their generous contributions, and par-
ticular thanks to DSUSA and the PGA 
for being such steadfast and important 
partners. And PGA wants to take it up 
another level and get more profes-
sionals to play with us and to partici-
pate and to become a greater sponsor. 

It’s really an honor for us to help our 
Nation’s heroes in this small way. 
Again, the next tournament is July 22. 
This tournament can only be successful 
if our Members, both current and 
former, give it their time and atten-
tion. Please let us know if you can 
play. We would really like to see you 
July 22. 

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Dennis. 
Ms. KENNELLY. The Chair recog-

nizes the distinguished Speaker of the 
House, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BOEHNER). 

Mr. BOEHNER. Good morning. Tan-
ner is giving me this look like, Hey, 
it’s just BOEHNER. Leave him alone. 

Let me say on behalf of all of my col-
leagues, welcome. Thank you for your 
years of service here in this institu-
tion. Let me congratulate Ray LaHood 
on being this year’s Distinguished 
Service Award winner. I’m not sure I 
would have given it to him, but you all 
did. Just teasing. 

But, listen, I’m trying to keep this 
institution focused on a couple of sim-
ple things. One is growing the econ-
omy. You all know the economy is not 
growing the way it should be. It’s not 
creating jobs as fast as it should be, 
and wages aren’t going up as quickly. 
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And so there’s a lot of things that I 
think we need to continue to do to get 
our economy going again. But having 
said that, there are always other 
things that crop up around here. 

You’re all familiar with Benghazi, 
and now the Justice Department’s in-
vestigation of the Associated Press, 
and then the IRS of all things. So in 
spite of trying to keep the institution 
focused on what the American people 
are most interested in, we end up also 
having to do our other responsibility, 
which is providing oversight of the ex-
ecutive branch, and we will do that. 

In addition to that, I continue to be-
lieve and continue to work to make 
this a more open and fairer process for 
all the Members. If you look over the 
last couple of years, the minority has 
gotten more than its fair share of 
amendments. If committee chairs and 
others can’t defend their product, it’s 
not up to me to protect them. So I’m a 
big believer that people ought to have 
their shot. I think my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle would agree 
that I’ve been more than fair in terms 
of what comes to the floor and how it’s 
to be considered. 

So, opening up the process, I believe, 
is very important because the more 
open process there is on the floor, the 
more work that the committees have 
to do to reach across the aisle and 
build bipartisan support for whatever 
proposal they have. Over time, I think 
this will break down some of the scar 
tissue that’s built up over the years 
around here and be good for the insti-
tution. 

So, I’m just here to say good morning 
and it’s nice to see all of you. 

Spratt, how are you? You’re looking 
good. Don’t have more hair than last 
time I saw you, though. 

But really, it’s nice to see all of you, 
and welcome back. Thank you. 

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for sharing those words with 
us, particularly understanding the 
number of issues that are appearing be-
fore you, the little things that you 
mention. 

I also wanted to thank Dennis for 
what he’s done, too, with the golf tour-
nament and for his leadership. We’re 
honored that we, as an association, can 
play a small role in the rehabilitation 
of these amazing men and women who 
are the wounded warriors. 

So as we continue, in addition to the 
domestic programs we have just de-
scribed, our association also has a very 
active and far-reaching international 
focus. We conduct programs that are 
focused on Europe and Asia, and we 
bring current Members of Congress to-
gether with their peers in legislatures 
overseas. 

Ms. KENNELLY. The Chair recog-
nizes our leader, NANCY PELOSI. 

Ms. MORELLA. This is an abundance 
of riches, isn’t it? 

Ms. PELOSI. Thank you, Madam 
Chair. I certainly did not want to take 
the floor from our distinguished col-
league, Connie Morella. It’s so wonder-

ful to see you. Maybe good news for 
you, I’ve lost my voice. I know it will 
be good news for the Speaker, but we’ll 
see later in the day. 

I join him in welcoming you back to 
the Capitol. I hope it is always a source 
of joy to you to set foot on this floor, 
this place our Founders decided was 
the marketplace of ideas, where we 
would compete in the marketplace of 
ideas and find common ground to go 
forth. Your legacy is an important one 
to us. As I look around and see all of 
you, I see contributions that you have 
made over the years that we still ben-
efit from. 

It’s an honor to be here with Bob 
Michel. I think he enjoyed the job of 
minority leader more than I do. What 
do you think, Bob? What do you think? 
We were all there to celebrate his 
birthday recently. It was a bipartisan 
fiesta, wasn’t it? That was just a cou-
ple months ago we celebrated a land-
mark birthday. Happy birthday again. 

But all of you, I heard what the 
Speaker said about this openness on 
the floor, and I thought that was really 
good news, because we’ve been trying 
to get a budget to the floor for a very 
long time but without much success to 
allow our budget to come to the floor. 
So I’m going to take the words that I 
just heard to CHRIS VAN HOLLEN and 
tell him that happy days are here again 
and that our amendment will be made 
in order in the Rules Committee. 

Martin, Governor, Bob, all of you, we 
all are on a first-name basis. Last 
night, rightfully all of you honored the 
distinguished Secretary, Mr. LaHood. 
He has done a remarkable, remarkable 
job. We couldn’t be prouder of him as a 
legislator and as a Secretary in the 
Cabinet even if he had been a Demo-
crat. He’s just absolutely wonderful. 
We love him, and he brings bipartisan-
ship to all of what we do. And that’s 
really what is, I think, not to get to a 
partisan place, Madam Chair, but is on 
the ballot in the next election: biparti-
sanship. It’s something that is the 
most popular concept in politics. Peo-
ple would vote for that in over-
whelming numbers; and hopefully, in 
this election, whatever the outcome is, 
bipartisanship will prevail. 

I always say to people that you can 
win an election, that’s up to the public, 
but the idea has to prevail, and that is 
what we’re striving to do here. That’s 
what we hope the election will impact. 
It already did have an impact in the 
last election with immigration. All of a 
sudden, it became an issue near and 
dear to the hearts of so many more 
people in the Congress who never had 
an interest in it before, because when 
the people spoke in such a big way, es-
pecially Hispanics, it became a priority 
for many more people in the Congress. 

So, again, when all of you were here, 
we worked in a very, very civil and re-
spectful way. We hope that we can re-
turn to that. But that doesn’t diminish 
the contribution that you made in so 
many ways regarding the substance, 
the values, and the ethics that make 
our country so great. 

So it really is a joy to see each and 
every one of you. I hope your lives are 
very happy. You certainly look well. 
There seems to be a good life after Con-
gress, but it brings us such pride to see 
so many of you come back to continue 
this bonding. Thank you. It’s an honor 
to see you. 

Madam Speaker, how does it feel up 
there? It feels good, huh? It feels good. 
Welcome, Barbara. Thank you all very 
much for being here. 

Ms. MORELLA. We are very honored 
that our minority leader chose to join 
us again to greet us as well as the 
Speaker of the House and STENY 
HOYER. 

So let’s continue on with our pro-
gram. We were talking about programs 
that focus on Europe and Asia and 
bringing current Members of Congress 
together with their peers and legisla-
tures overseas, which actually helps in 
terms of what we discussed with people 
knowing each other and therefore find-
ing it easier to work together noting 
that they have common objectives. 

We work with the Department of 
State to talk about representative de-
mocracy with audiences overseas. We 
partner with former parliamentarians 
from other countries for democracy- 
strengthening initiatives. This is a 
very active outreach to emerging de-
mocracies. My colleague from Texas, 
Martin Frost, instituted the so-called 
Frost-Solomon Task Force when he 
was in Congress, and many of the legis-
lative-strengthening projects that we 
conduct are actually modeled on his 
good work. 

It is now a pleasure to yield the floor 
to our friend from Texas, Martin Frost. 

Mr. FROST. Thank you, Connie. 
Since we have to be off the floor at 9:30, 
I’m going to truncate these remarks a 
little bit. 

A number of years ago, we created 
the International Election Monitors In-
stitute under the leadership of then- 
president Jack Buechner. It is a joint 
project of the U.S. Association of 
Former Members of Congress, the Asso-
ciation of Former Members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament, and the Canadian 
Association of Former Parliamentar-
ians. In addition to conducting mul-
tiple workshops for former legislators 
to train them for election-monitoring 
missions, this group sent delegations 
to monitor elections in places such as 
Morocco, Ukraine, and—our most am-
bitious undertaking—Iraq. The original 
intent of the International Election 
Monitors Institute was to train former 
legislators and prepare them for the 
task of observing an election. We have 
since broadened and expanded this to 
focus and are now incorporated as the 
Global Democracy Institute, again in 
partnership with our colleagues from 
Ottawa and Brussels. Former legisla-
tors from all political walks of life can 
be a tremendous asset to these organi-
zations that seek to strengthen democ-
racy across the globe. 

In addition to that, this organization 
has undertaken a number of trips. I 
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had the privilege, along with Connie 
and some other people in this room, to 
take part in an exchange in China last 
year. This was one of a series of those. 
I know that we’re going to be doing 
that again. I encourage you to take 
part in these. They are educational. 
For some reason, the people in China 
think that former Members of Congress 
still have some influence, so they treat 
us very well. It is interesting to learn 
about the evolution of their particular 
democratic process. It’s slow, but I 
think it’s important that we continue 
to show interest. I think it’s very help-
ful for our country. 

We have participated in a variety of 
projects in Turkey and in the United 
Kingdom, as well as in Nigeria. I just 
think that when you’re asked as a 
former Member to take part in one of 
these trips, try and find some time to 
do it. You will find that you have a lot 
to offer to emerging democracies to 
talk about how our system works. I 
think it’s very good for us as a country 
and an association that we continue 
this work. 

Connie, you’ve got a couple of other 
speakers. I’m going to yield back the 
balance of my time and again thank 
you for what you’ve done for the asso-
ciation. 

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you. 
I am now going to yield time to my 

colleague from Maryland, Beverly 
Byron, to report on some of the other 
activities of the association. 

Ms. BYRON. Thank you, Connie. Let 
me thank Martin for his interest in 
furthering the U.S. Association of 
Former Members in the world. 

Another important international un-
dertaking which involves the Former 
Members is our new Middle East fel-
lowship program. Now in its third year, 
it brings young professionals from the 
Middle East and from North Africa to 
Washington for a 1-month immersion 
program. It is chaired by former Mem-
bers Scott Klug and Larry LaRocco, 
and I want to thank them for their 
leadership in this program. 

In the spring of 2009, the Former 
Members began a partnership with Leg-
acy International, a Virginia-based 
NGO, which has been in existence for 30 
years, for the Middle East Legislative 
Fellows Program. Initiated by the De-
partment of State and the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs, the 
LFP hosted young professionals from 
Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia this spring. 
Previous delegations have included 
young professionals from Kuwait, Mo-
rocco, and Oman. Our guests are in the 
D.C. area for a month-long fellowship 
working in congressional offices and 
NGOs. 

The program is designed to promote 
a positive relationship between the 
U.S. and the gulf states, which, in light 
of the Arab Spring, is now more vital 
than ever. The fellows—candidates 
with strong leadership skills who rep-
resent the top talent in their fields in 
their countries—have an opportunity 
to gain practical experience and direct 

interaction with the U.S. Government 
and its officials. This is an invaluable 
opportunity on both sides. For one who 
has hosted a dinner each year for a 
number of the individuals, they are 
very, very sharp, they’re bright, 
they’re articulate; and we will be look-
ing to them in the future to be leaders 
of their country. 

Our association connects the fellows 
with former Members who work to-
gether. The former Members act as a 
kind of mentor of the young men and 
young women through one-on-one 
meetings, roundtable discussions, and 
by attending program discussions and 
events. The former Members have a 
great opportunity to expand their un-
derstanding of where we are. 

In an exciting extension to the LFP, 
at the conclusion of each program, a 
team of former Members completes the 
exchange by then leading a delegation 
to the region to conduct workshops and 
gain firsthand experience of that area. 
The goal of this program is to seek a 
better understanding between the cul-
tures and establish an avenue of dia-
logue between nations. LFP is an un-
precedented opportunity to augment a 
constructive political and cultural dis-
course between the U.S. and the Middle 
East. I am pleased that our association 
is part of this new, vital program; and 
every time has been a wonderful oppor-
tunity to meet with the young people 
that come. 

Thank you. 
Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Bev, for 

your leadership and your active in-
volvement in this great program. As a 
former Ambassador, I am acutely 
aware of the power of personal inter-
action and people making a difference 
to bridge the cultural divide. This is, 
indeed, a great program for our asso-
ciation. 

Not all of our programs focus exclu-
sively on former Members, as you may 
already have discerned. As was men-
tioned earlier, we have a number of 
projects that benefit from former- 
Member leadership but involve pri-
marily current Members and their 
peers overseas. We call these programs 
Congressional Study Groups, and our 
focus is on Germany, Turkey, Japan, 
and Europe as a whole. To give you 
more background about the Congres-
sional Study Groups, I invite former 
Member Bart Gordon of Tennessee to 
the dais. 

Bart, maybe you will give us a syn-
opsis. 

Mr. GORDON. Thank you, Connie, for 
those kind words, but, more impor-
tantly, thank you for the grace that 
you show as you lead us. You continue 
to be our ambassador to the world. 

Ms. MORELLA. You’re so political, 
Bart. 

Mr. GORDON. No, no. You know 
that’s true. We all know that’s true 
here. 

Let me first say, as I look around and 
see everyone, many of you I spent all of 
my 26 years with, and some a part of 
that. It’s sort of a kaleidoscope of 

memories that just wash over you. I 
think almost every one of us sat down 
together somewhere on the floor and 
talked about business or what was 
going on at home. Fortunately, Jim 
Walsh and I are next-door neighbors in 
our offices. I’m glad to see my Ten-
nesseans again. We don’t get to see 
each other enough, but it’s like we 
were just here and again like that con-
versation just continues. This is, I 
think, one more real benefit of the as-
sociation, and I’m glad to have a 
chance to join that. 

Pete, many thanks to you for assem-
bling the really excellent staff that you 
have. They have just a little bitty of-
fice, but they really churn out lots and 
lots of good work. A part of that good 
work is the Congressional Study 
Groups. 

We have Congressional Study Groups 
on Germany, Japan, Turkey, and Eu-
rope, the flagship international pro-
grams of the Former Members of Con-
gress. The study groups are inde-
pendent, bipartisan legislative ex-
changes for current Members of Con-
gress and their senior staff and serve as 
educational forums and invaluable 
tools for international dialogue with 
the goal of creating better under-
standing and cooperation between the 
United States and its most important 
strategic and economic allies. 

The Congressional Study Group on 
Germany celebrates its 30th anniver-
sary this year and remains one of the 
largest and most active parliamentary 
exchange programs between the United 
States Congress and the legislative 
branch of another country. 

With your permission, Madam Presi-
dent, I’m going to ask that the remain-
der of my remarks be made part of the 
Record—since we’re supposed to be out 
of here at 9:30—and just say that these 
are very good programs. 

Our world is becoming smaller. We do 
need allies around the world. And I 
think by making parliamentarians of 
other countries and the United States 
come together, it really is forming 
great ties that will benefit us. 

The other thing, I don’t think you 
can be around here and not be a bit of 
a junky—political junky, that is. These 
programs are for the active Members, 
but there are a number of programs 
here in the United States and Wash-
ington that allow parliamentarians and 
others to come together and discuss 
the issues of the day, which I think 
that you will find very interesting and 
I hope that you will have a chance to 
participate in those. 

It gives me great pleasure to report on the 
work of The Congressional Study Groups on 
Germany, Japan, Turkey and Europe, the flag-
ship international programs of FMC. The 
Study Groups are independent, bipartisan leg-
islative exchanges for current Members of 
Congress and their senior staff and serve as 
educational forums and invaluable tools for 
international dialogue with the goal of creating 
better understanding and cooperation between 
the United States and its most important stra-
tegic and economic partners. 
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The Congressional Study Group on Ger-

many celebrates its 30th anniversary this year 
and remains one of the largest and most ac-
tive parliamentary exchange programs be-
tween the U.S. Congress and the legislative 
branch of another country. In the 113th Con-
gress, Representative TIM RYAN of Ohio and 
Representative CHARLIE DENT of Pennsylvania 
lead the Study Group on Germany in the 
House, following on two successful years of 
service by Representative PHIL GINGREY of 
Georgia and Representative RUSS CARNAHAN 
of Missouri. In the Senate, Senator JEFF SES-
SIONS of Alabama and Senator JEANNE SHA-
HEEN of New Hampshire serve as Co-Chairs. 

The Study Group’s programming consists of 
periodic roundtable discussions on Capitol Hill 
for Members of Congress featuring visiting 
dignitaries from Germany or U.S. government 
officials. In addition, Annual Seminars are con-
ducted abroad and at home, as well as Study 
Tours geared toward senior Congressional 
staff. This year, the 30th Annual Congress- 
Bundestag Seminar brought together a record 
nine Members of Congress with their counter-
parts in Berlin and Munich for in-depth, sub-
stantive discussions, including a meeting with 
Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

This 30th anniversary of the Seminar was 
particularly special as FMC awarded its first 
ever International Statesmanship Award to 
Hans-Ulrich Klose, Chair of the Bundestag’s 
U.S.-German Parliamentary Friendship Group, 
‘‘for his longstanding service to strengthening 
the U.S.-German relationship and in apprecia-
tion of his leadership championing The Con-
gressional Study Group on Germany.’’ Thank 
you again, Mr. Klose. 

A few highlights from the Study Group’s do-
mestic programming include: a German parlia-
mentarian at the start of discussions for a 
transatlantic free trade agreement last June; 
the Vice-Chancellor of Germany; a roundtable 
with international journalists providing a unique 
analysis of the November 2012 elections; the 
Editor-in-Chief of leading European broad-
caster ZDF; and the State Secretary from the 
German Federal Ministry of Economics and 
Technology. 

Since its establishment, The Congressional 
Study Group on Germany has received finan-
cial support from The German Marshall Fund 
of the United States, and we are grateful to 
Craig Kennedy and Maia Comeau. The Asso-
ciation also receives additional funding from a 
group of organizations making up the Study 
Group’s Business Advisory Council. The Study 
Group’s current Business Advisory Council 
members are Airbus Americas, Allianz, BASF, 
Daimler, Deutsche Telekom, DHL Americas, 
Eli Lilly and Company, Fresenius, Lufthansa, 
RGIT, and Volkswagen. 

Also celebrating a milestone anniversary is 
the Association’s Congressional Study Group 
on Japan, founded in 1993. In the House of 
Representatives, Congressman JIM 
MCDERMOTT of Washington and Congress-
woman SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO of West Vir-
ginia continue to serve as Co-Chairs in the 
113th Congress. In the Senate, Senator LISA 
MURKOWSKI of Alaska serves as the Repub-
lican Co-Chair, and Senator MAZIE HIRONO of 
Hawaii—the first Japanese immigrant to serve 
in the Senate. The Study Group would also 
like to extend special acknowledgement to its 
Honorary Co-Chairs, former Speakers Dennis 
Hastert and Tom Foley, who remain active in 
our programming. 

Since its inception, The Congressional 
Study Group on Japan has been funded by 
the Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission, and 
the Association would like to extend a special 
thanks to the Paige Cottingham-Streater and 
Margaret Mihori. 

This year, the Study Group also launched a 
strategic partnership with the Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation USA. Thanks to the support 
of President Junko Chano, Director Takahiro 
Nanri, and Senior Fellow Daniel Bob, The 
Congressional Study Group of Japan has un-
dergone significant revitalization. 

The Congressional Study Group on Japan is 
also grateful for the support of the Japanese 
business community here in Washington, DC, 
represented by the Study Group’s Business 
Advisory Council. The nine companies of the 
2013 Council are The Bank of Tokyo- 
Mitsubishi UFJ, Japan Railways-JR Central, 
Hitachi, Honda, Marubeni, Mitsubishi, Mitsui, 
Sojitz, and Toyota Motor North America. 

With this expanded and diversified funding 
base, the Study Group has been able to in-
crease both the quality and quantity of its pro-
gramming. Already in the 113th Congress, the 
Study Group has convened eight events, with 
plans for many more. Featured speakers have 
included a senior councilor to the new Prime 
Minister; Ambassador Demetrios Marantis, 
then Deputy U.S. Trade Representative; a del-
egation from the American Chamber of Com-
merce of Japan; and the Chairman of the Jap-
anese Diet’s Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The Congressional Study Group on Japan 
was also honored to convene a roundtable 
discussion at the home of Ambassador Sasae 
earlier this year. Seventeen current Members 
of Congress participated—including 8 fresh-
man Members—which constitutes the largest 
delegation from Congress to the Embassy in 
recent memory, and shows promise for the fu-
ture strategic U.S.-Japan alliance. 

The Congressional Study Group on Turkey 
was founded in 2005, supported by generous 
grants from TEPAV, the Economic Policy Re-
search Foundation of Turkey. Since the Arab 
Spring, there has been increasing interest in 
bilateral relations with one of our strongest al-
lies in an often unstable region. 

In the 113th Congress, Representative ED 
WHITFIELD (R–KY) and Representative GERALD 
CONNOLLY (D–VA) continue leading the Study 
Group, and I am happy to share that the past 
Co-Chairs, VIRGINIA FOXX of North Carolina 
and STEVE COHEN of Tennessee, also remain 
active. 

Similar to our other Study Groups, Turkey’s 
programming consists of periodic roundtable 
discussions on Capitol Hill for Members of 
Congress featuring visiting dignitaries from 
Turkey, U.S. government officials and other 
experts. A recent highlight from this year was 
our roundtable discussion with the Turkish 
Minister for EU Affairs and Chief Negotiator for 
EU Accession. The Study Group also con-
vened programs on the ‘‘Southern Energy 
Corridor’’ and Secretary Kerry’s first official 
visit to Turkey. 

Additionally, last month, Former Members 
Jim Kolbe of Arizona, Martin Lancaster of 
North Carolina, Lincoln Davis of Tennessee, 
and Ben Chandler of Kentucky travelled to 
Turkey with FMC’s ‘‘Congress to Campus’’ 
program to meet with Turkish high school and 
university students to discuss the U.S. presi-
dential system, federalism, and the U.S. polit-
ical process, as well as reforming the Turkish 

Constitution. FMC is grateful to The Mid-Atlan-
tic Federation for Turkic-American Associa-
tions who helped to organize and fund the trip. 

The Congressional Study Group on Turkey 
looks forward to organizing a Study Tour for 
Members of Congress to Turkey in the coming 
programming year. 

At the end of 2011, the Association estab-
lished the Congressional Study Group on Eu-
rope, which serves as an outreach to the 
broader transatlantic relationship. Program-
ming focuses not just on Brussels and the Eu-
ropean Union, but capitals throughout Europe. 

Together, Representative JEFF FORTEN-
BERRY of Nebraska and Representative PETER 
WELCH of Vermont chair the Study Group in 
the 113th Congress. These gentlemen follow 
the successful leadership of the inaugural co- 
chairs, now-former Congressman Ben Chan-
dler of Kentucky and Representative CHARLIE 
DENT of Pennsylvania, who has joined the 
leadership of The Congressional Study Group 
on Germany. 

The Study Group continues to work closely 
with European-focused caucuses and embas-
sies to provide Capitol Hill programming. Pro-
gram highlights from the past year include a 
Senior Fellow of the European Council on For-
eign Relations, discussing Franco-German re-
lations; a delegation from the EU Parliament’s 
Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee, 
led by the Committee Chairwoman; and Am-
bassador Miriam Sapiro, Deputy U.S. Trade 
Representative, who addressed the proposed 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
ship just days after it was announced at the 
State of the Union. 

Finally, this year marks the second year of 
the Association’s Diplomatic Advisory Council. 
Initially envisioned as a sister program to The 
Congressional Study Group on Europe, the 
Diplomatic Advisory Council now has nearly 
25 Ambassadors who advise and participate in 
all of our programming. Their interest and 
commitment to multilateral dialogue is a val-
ued addition to The Congressional Study 
Groups. 

As former Members of Congress, we are 
proud to bring the important services provided 
The Congressional Study Groups to our col-
leagues still in office and are proud to play an 
active role in our continued international out-
reach. 

Ms. MORELLA. I want you to know 
he has a very extensive report to give 
on the congressional study groups be-
cause they’ve been very, very active, 
And they involve current Members of 
Congress. So you current Members of 
Congress who may be watching, please 
link up with the congressional study 
groups and you’ll have some great op-
portunities to continue to work over-
seas. 

I appreciate his abbreviating his re-
port in deference to the time. 

Right now I just want to mention to 
you—and again, I’m going to be very 
brief—that we have the Statesmanship 
Award Dinner. This is one of our major 
ways of raising money. So to tell you 
something about that as part of our 
overall number of activities is our col-
league, Jim Walsh. 

Mr. WALSH. Thank you, Connie. 
Good morning, everyone. I’m pleased to 
tell you this is the last report of the 
morning prior to our election, which I 
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suspect will go very swiftly and with-
out controversy. 

I’d like to thank Connie for her gra-
cious leadership. I’d also like to thank 
Lou Frey for the remarkable job that 
he does organizing us and keeping the 
ducks in a row as we work on this fund-
raiser, which is really key to our suc-
cess every year. 

On March 19, the association was 
proud to host its 16th annual States-
manship Award Dinner, with almost 
500 guests in attendance. For the 16th 
dinner, we decided to continue the very 
successful expansion we initiated last 
year. In addition to our traditional 
Statesmanship Award, we created two 
additional award categories: the Civic 
Statesmanship Award and the Cor-
porate Statesmanship Award. 

We continued to present the dinner 
under the theme of ‘‘A Salute to Serv-
ice,’’ and all four of our honorees very 
clearly fit into that category of out-
standing public service. The focal point 
of the evening was the presentation of 
the Statesmanship Award, which rec-
ognizes a former or current Member of 
Congress for their devotion to public 
service. We were very pleased to recog-
nize the leadership throughout their 
careers of Senator Sam Nunn and Sen-
ator Dick Lugar as our Statesmanship 
Honorees for their outstanding polit-
ical careers, service to our country, 
and bipartisan accomplishments that 
have made the world a safer place. 

The Civic Statesmanship Award hon-
ors a person or a nonprofit for having 
made significant improvement to our 
society. The 2013 recipient was award- 
winning actor Gary Sinise and the 
Gary Sinise Foundation. Mr. Sinise 
does so much to help wounded warriors 
and first responders, and we were very 
pleased to honor him at the dinner. 

The Corporate Statesmanship Award 
recognizes outstanding corporate citi-
zenship, and we chose Margery Kraus, 
founder and chief executive officer of 
APCO Worldwide. Not only has she es-
tablished a culture of corporate philan-
thropy with APCO, but she is also one 
of the driving forces behind the Close 
Up Foundation—which many of you 
dealt with when you served here— 
which brings youngsters from across 
the country to D.C. to learn about 
their government. 

I’d also like to take this opportunity 
to thank Pulitzer Prize-winning col-
umnist Colbert I. King, who was our 
master of ceremonies and did a fan-
tastic job for the event and lent won-
derful grace to the event. 

The evening is a wonderful way to 
showcase our association and recognize 
outstanding public service. In addition, 
the dinner is our financial lifeline. All 
the programs you’ve heard about are 
self-financed by your association. Not a 
single taxpayer dollar is appropriated 
for this organization and for the many 
projects that we conduct. Therefore, 
success of the fundraising dinner trans-
lates directly into success for the asso-
ciation. 

The evening is a lot of fun, and it’s 
also of great importance to the organi-

zation. I hope that all former Members 
currently in attendance can be counted 
upon when Lou Frey picks up the 
phone next summer and gives you a 
call to help recruit you for our dinner. 

Thank you very much. 
Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Jim. 
All the programs that we have de-

scribed of course require both leader-
ship and staff to implement, and I want 
to say openly and very enthusiastically 
our association is blessed to have top 
people in both categories. 

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank our board of directors—30 former 
Members divided equally between par-
ties—for their advice and their counsel. 
We really appreciate it. 

The membership is going to vote on 
new board members in just a moment. 
You might notice that this year’s slate 
is larger than in past years. That’s be-
cause at our most recent board meet-
ing we voted to increase the number of 
directors so that we have open slots 
available for newer former Members. 

Also, I would be remiss if I didn’t 
thank the other members of the asso-
ciation’s executive committee: our vice 
president, Barbara Kennelly, who even-
tually will be president. You notice 
we’ll have two women, president and 
vice president, et cetera. Just a point 
of observation. 

Our vice president, Barbara Kennelly; 
our treasurer, Jim Walsh; our sec-
retary, Bill Delahunt; our past presi-
dent, Dennis Hertel, who has given me 
a lot of advice and counsel through the 
year—you’ve all made the association a 
stronger and better organization than 
it’s ever been. Thank you all. 

Now, to administer these programs, 
it takes a staff of dedicated and enthu-
siastic professionals. I’ve often felt, to 
paraphrase the 23rd Psalm: my rod and 
my staff, they comfort me and prepare 
the papers for me in the presence of my 
constituents. And boy, this staff has 
really done that—small staff, a lot of 
work. 

Rachel Haas has joined our associa-
tion as office manager just 6 months 
ago. Already we can’t imagine what we 
ever did without her. Just stand. We’re 
not going to have applause for every-
body. Hold your applause. I just want 
them to stand. 

Andrew Shoenig, who is our inter-
national programs officer, does such a 
terrific job implementing all the Cap-
itol Hill events that you’ve heard 
about. He started as an intern and has 
now been with us full-time for over a 
year. 

Sharon Witiw, she is our member 
services manager. She takes exception-
ally good care of our 600 association 
members and all their various requests, 
needs, and inquiries. She is also in 
charge of the Congress to Campus pro-
gram. 

We have Meltem Ercan, who is our 
international programs manager, with 
particular focus on the wonderful Tur-
key program that you’ve heard about 
and will read about. She served for 
many years as the head of protocol at 
the U.S. Embassy in Ankara. 

Sabine Schleidt is our international 
programs director. She oversees all the 
current Member programs, which is so 
impressive and important. I’m very im-
pressed with the kind of work that she 
has done in her outreach. In less than 
2 years, she has created two inter-
national outreaches that are already a 
big success: the Congressional Study 
Group on Europe; and the Diplomatic 
Advisory Group, which has about 25 to 
30 Ambassadors from the region who 
are part of it. 

Peter Weichlein is the chief execu-
tive officer, 14 years with the Associa-
tion, 10 years in top positions, and he 
works so darn hard. 

So I’d like you to give a round of ap-
plause to the staff. But before you do 
that, I want to add somebody else who 
is such a great communications expert, 
Dava Guerin. She has taken on the role 
of our communications director. She 
tells our story, connects us with the 
media, all at a ridiculously low rate. 

I want to thank Dava, and I want to 
thank all the staff. 

Now will you give them a round of 
applause. I wish we had more time for 
me to tell you more about what they 
do, but you will get to know them as 
you get more involved with the asso-
ciation. 

Now, every year at our annual meet-
ing, we ask the membership to elect 
new officers and board members. In the 
past we’ve done so in a separate busi-
ness meeting of the membership, but it 
occurred to us that there is no better 
place for holding a vote than the 
Chamber of the House of Representa-
tives. I therefore now read you the 
names of the candidates for officers 
and board members. They’re all run-
ning unopposed. I would have never 
known what that was like ever, but I 
do now. I therefore ask for a simple 
‘‘yea’’ or ‘‘nay’’ as I present to you the 
list of candidates as a slate. I’m going 
to do it quickly because, again, in the 
interest of time. 

For the association’s board of direc-
tors, the candidates are: 

Russ Carnahan of Missouri 
Bob Carr of Michigan 
Bob Clement of Tennessee 
Jim Courter of New Jersey 
Lou Frey of Florida 
Bart Gordon of Tennessee 
Dennis Hertel of Michigan 
Jim Jones of Oklahoma 
Scott Klug of Wisconsin 
Ron Sarasin of Connecticut 
Olympia Snowe of Maine 
Cliff Stearns of Florida 
Steve LaTourette of Ohio. 

All in favor of these 13 former Mem-
bers to our board of directors please 
say ‘‘yea.’’ All opposed? Hearing no ob-
jection, the slate has been elected by 
the membership. 

Next, we will elect our executive 
committee. Barbara Kennelly, Dennis 
Hertel, and I are finishing the first 
year of our 2-year term and are there-
fore not up for election. The candidates 
for a 1-year term on our executive com-
mittee are Jim Walsh of New York for 
treasurer and Bill Delahunt of Massa-
chusetts for secretary. All in favor of 
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electing these two former Members to 
a 1-year term on our executive com-
mittee, please say ‘‘yea.’’ All opposed? 
Hearing no opposition, the slate has 
been elected by the membership. 
Thank you. 

It is my sad duty to inform the Con-
gress of those former and current Mem-
bers who have passed away since our 
last report. I ask all of you, including 
the visitors in the gallery, to rise as I 
read the names; and at the end of the 
list, we will pay our respect to their 
memory with a moment of silence. We 
honor these men and women for their 
service to our country. They are: 
Jack Brooks of Texas 
Cardiss Collins of Illinois 
David Cornwell of Indiana 
John Durkin of New Hampshire 
Mervyn Dymally of California 
Joseph Early of Massachusetts 
Bob Edgar of Pennsylvania 
Robert Gammage of Texas 
Sam Gibbons of Florida 
James Grover of New York 
Daniel Inouye of Hawaii 
Ed Koch of New York 
Peter N. Kyros of Maine 
George McGovern of South Dakota 
David O’Brien Martin of New York 
Charlie Rose of North Carolina 
William Royer of California 
Warren B. Rudman of New Hampshire 
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania 
Sam Steiger of Arizona 
Donald Tewes of Wisconsin 
Richard Tonry of Louisiana 
Charlie Wilson of Ohio 

We will have a moment of silence. 
Thank you. 
It’s sad to have lost those Members, 

but they live on in our memory and 
love. 

That concludes the 43rd report to 
Congress by the U.S. Association of 
Former Members of Congress. We 
thank the Congress, the Speaker, and 
the minority leader for giving us the 
opportunity to return to this revered 
Chamber and to report on our associa-
tion’s activities. We look forward to 
another active and productive year. 

Thank you. 
Ms. KENNELLY. The Chair termi-

nates the meeting. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:32 a.m. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HULTGREN) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. 

We ask Your blessing this day upon 
the Members of the people’s House. 
May their labors be graced by Your 
gifts of wisdom, patience, and charity, 
that truth and righteousness might 
prevail in all of their proceedings. 

We take special note this day, May 
15, National Peace Officers Memorial 

Day, of the 123 peace officers who have 
died this past year in the line of duty. 
We ask that You grant them eternal 
rest for having paid the ultimate price 
in protecting us. 

Give their families consolation in 
mourning their loss. May they be as-
sured that we, as a nation, hold them 
in our hearts and understand that we 
will always be indebted to them. 

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House this day be for Your great-
er honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. VEASEY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. VEASEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain 15 requests for 1- 
minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

WHITE HOUSE ASSAULTS 
FREEDOM OF PRESS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the expansion of Big Govern-
ment is a threat to the American peo-
ple. According to Politico, the adminis-
tration: 
had obtained records that listed incoming 
and outgoing calls and the duration of these 
calls for work and personal phone numbers of 
AP reporters and phone lines for AP offices 
in New York; Hartford, Connecticut; and 
Washington, as well as the main number for 
AP reporters in the House of Representatives 
press gallery. The government seized 
records—which listed incoming and outgoing 
calls and the call’s length—for more than 20 
separate lines assigned to the AP and its re-
porters. 

The American people are losing their 
trust in the White House. The recent 
admissions reveal that the President 
and his administration will do what-
ever it takes to extend power, includ-
ing violating First Amendment rights. 
Even the media is at risk of Big Gov-
ernment intrusion. Over the coming 
weeks, it’s my hope that this is thor-

oughly investigated and those respon-
sible will be held accountable. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to denounce the proposed cuts to 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, known as SNAP, in the 
House farm bill. 

Last week, I had the opportunity to 
witness a mother feeding her two chil-
dren and giving them a jump-start be-
cause of SNAP, and then a young law-
yer came and talked to us about being 
able to make an investment in this 
country because she was assisted. 

I’m from Ohio, and in Ohio, SNAP 
reaches 16 percent of the State’s popu-
lation. Eighty-four percent of the 
households receiving SNAP have in-
comes below the poverty line. SNAP 
has helped to lift about 4.7 million 
Americans above the poverty line in 
2011, including 2.1 million children. 

For many of the poorest Americans, 
SNAP is the only form of income as-
sistance they have. Mr. Speaker, we 
must protect our most at-risk children 
and families in this Nation. Let’s save 
SNAP. 

f 

REPEAL OBAMACARE 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, what was 
ObamaCare’s central claim? The Af-
fordable Care Act, as it was termed by 
President Obama, was supposed to 
make health care more affordable for 
the American people. Many who be-
lieved that claim, however, now have 
buyer’s remorse. 

ObamaCare was to help save families 
$2,500 on their health care premiums. 
But that’s not true. Family premiums 
have increased $3,000 since 2008. 

Even workers who make $25,000 a 
year will pay more for health care be-
cause of ObamaCare. Young people 
struggling to pay off debt and find ca-
reers in this jobless economy could see 
their health premiums rise by as much 
as 189 percent. 

In spite of lofty promises, health in-
surance costs are higher. More than 30 
studies have found ObamaCare will 
make health care premiums less afford-
able by the time it’s fully imple-
mented. 

Promises for affordable health care 
have delivered a true train wreck to 
the American people. It’s time to re-
peal ObamaCare and all of its broken 
promises once and for all. 
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